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July and Air Conditioning 
 Since it is July, it is a good time to talk about air conditioning. The          
heating and air conditioning systems at the church have been causing us 
trouble for several years. I’ve tried joking about it: “Yes, it’s so cold in here, 
because we’re testing a theory: that we might age more slowly under refrig-
eration.” Or, “Yes, it’s too hot in here. It’s because we Presbyterians don’t 
preach fire-and-brimstone; we just hope people will take the hint.” We can 
laugh politely, but our comfort at the church has been an on-again-off-again 
prospect every week. We’ve been repairing the systems, piecemeal, almost 
every week. 

No Hostile takeover 
 Recently, the heating and air conditioning systems suffered “catastrophic 
failure.” The company that made parts for the system has gone out of busi-
ness. We are faced with having to do something entirely different. Our       
native thriftiness kicked in, and it was (kiddingly) suggested that we ask       
a funeral home for fans to wave.  This waggish suggestion was quickly        
dismissed, as was the idea that we stage a hostile takeover of one of the 
other State Street churches, at night, under the cover of darkness. 
 The real solution that emerged is that we need a new heating and air 
conditioning system. We need to be able to “zone” parts of the building, so 
that we aren’t heating and cooling rooms when they are not in use. We 
need equipment that uses energy efficiently. We need to get away from the 
almost constant repairs that have been expensive over the years, and not 
very effective. We need a system that is reliable. 

Your Session is at Work 
 The Session has already secured a 60-ton rental chiller. This is an         
immediate, and only temporary solution. The Session is considering the 
purchase of several Mitsubishi “M” series zoned ductless heat pumps. This 
would be an excellent upgrade over what we have. Savings from energy 
efficiency and lowered repair/maintenance costs are estimated at $21,000 
per year.  
 We are receiving bid estimates from several companies. The Session is 
an excellent steward of the congregation’s finances. We are fortunate to 
have the leadership we have. 

Bad News/Good News 
 At this writing, the full cost of replacing the broken system is nearly 
$350,000. This will likely have to be amortized. The Session will likely want 
to have a capital campaign to help with the expenses. 
                                                                           (continued on page 6) 
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Christian Education 

GAME NIGHT is disguised as an Ice Cream Social!  Saturday July 9,         
beginning around 5pm in Fellowship Hall.  July is National Ice Cream 
month  so we’re celebrating with games, fellowship and of course ice 
cream!  Bring a finger-food appetizer and a favorite ice cream topping.  If 
you have an ice cream maker, bring that and we’ll churn while we play!  
Great fun for all ages, come when you can, leave when you must.   We’ll 
have lots of games to try, you can also bring a favorite to share.  Ques-
tions?  See Leslee or Glenn Kirkconnell. 
 
 
  COME ENJOY MUSIC AND FELLOWSHIP!  The Friday evening concert series begins on July 8,  

  7:00-9:30pm Circus Square Park.  Let’s gather as a group and enjoy  
  fellowship together and music under the stars. Come a bit early with your  
  picnic dinner.  A wonderful family-friendly activity. We’ll gather each week,  
  so come when you can.   
 

 
BGPRES Tee Shirts will be available soon.  They are $10 each and 
available from David Muffet.  Show your joy in being part of this special 
congregation (and when we gather for Concerts in the Park you’ll be able 
to spot the group!).  This picture shows what will be on the back of the 
shirt.  The front will have our name and the PC(USA) symbol.  A limited 
quantity is available, but we will order more.  
 
 

So What Happened at GENERAL ASSEMBLY?  Find out about the recent gathering in Portland by 
reading issues of The Presbyterian Outlook, available in our Library. You can also visit the PCUSA 
website (www.pcusa.org) and follow the links.  We anticipate having one of the commissioners from 
Western Kentucky Presbytery visit with us later this summer or early fall.  This will be a great oppor-
tunity to ask questions and hear from someone who was part of the Assembly.  There will also be a 
special bulletin insert available for the first few Sundays in July.   
 

 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL runs July 3-August 7.  Each Sunday we  
gather as a community in Fellowship Hall beginning around 9:30am for  
fellowship and light breakfast.  We’ll also have a speaker/activities for every-
one present.  Youth and Children are included (nursery available for  
preschool).  Here is the schedule for our time: 
July 3- Casual fellowship and conversation.  It’s a holiday weekend,  
so we’ll relax and visit and have some table fellowship. Led by  

                                       Leslee Kirkconnell 
July 10-  Interactive Artful Jazz, with music, Beignets and interactive art, led by Diane  
               Simmons and Angie Alexieff.   
July 17- “The Lord’s Name:  the Power of Naming, Blessing and Cursing, led by Nathan Love.   
July 24-  The Power of a Picture:  Scripture and Art, led by Shannon Dyche 
July 31-  USpiritus - information and discussion, led by Slim Nash 
August 7- Staying Connected and Informed:  Communication and Social Media, led by  
              Leslee Kirkconnell 

http://www.pcusa.org
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MORE DETAILS WILL COME, but our Fall start up will be somewhat different this year.  We’ll have 
our Annual Pig Pickin’ on August 14 and enjoy worship led by our Youth, who will bring us their         
wisdom from Montreal.  Then for three Sundays we will gather together in Fellowship Hall for Inter-
generational Sunday School (August 21, 28, Sept. 4).  This will be a time for learning, celebrating and 
deepening our relationships and growing in faith.  On September 11 we will have Rally Day and begin 
our regular weekly schedule on September 18.  Stay tuned and plan to be here!   

 
We have a wonderful library in our church!  New items are being purchased or 
donated and our attentive Librarian Arnie Petrus is keeping everything in order.  
Four new books are now available and of special interest to church officers 
(although excellent information for everyone!).  The Presbyterian Deacon and  
The Presbyterian Ruling Elder are two relatively short books that give good 
information about what Deacons and Elders do, Biblical background and more.   
It is critical that our Church Officers understand their role and these two books 
provide important information.  Both have been revised to reflect the New Form  

of Government, as amended in 2012 by General Assembly.  Adjunct with understanding roles, is  
understanding how Presbyterian Churches conduct their business (otherwise known as ‘polity’).  Two 
new books seek to help everyone understand our polity:  Presbyterian Polity for Church Leaders by 
Joan Gray and Joyce Tucker is also revised for the New Form of Government.  This has long been 
“the” standard for church officers to understand how we conduct our business.  Companion to the  
Constitution: Polity for the Local Church is a great resource for anyone wanting to understand 
our Constitution and how it functions here at The Presbyterian Church (did you know our Constitution 
has three parts:  The Bible, The Book of Confessions and The Book of Order?  And they are ranked in 
that order as well!).  This book includes whimsical pictures to add some humor.   

Our Library has many books, videos and DVDs to aid you on your spiritual journey.   
Do come check it out!   

 
WORSHIP is for all God's children and we have begun adding an additional page in our Children's 
Worship packet for our elementary students.  This sheet will encourage them to listen to the service 
and write down some thoughts and ideas.  And when completed, bring to Leslee Kirkconnell (or Mat-
thew Covington) for a special prize.  Our children learn to worship by participating IN worship and this 
is one tool to help them.   

 

Here are some good faith-building activities for our families: 
Did you know July 7 is Tell the Truth Day?  Yet sometimes we catch ourselves and our children in 
lies.  Here’s a plan to foster a family conversation about telling the truth.   
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/when-kids-lie  
 

If you have teenagers who are working or seeking work, they might not see any connection be-
tween what they do for money and their faith life.  Here’s a great conversation starter to discuss 
Summer Job Spirituality:  http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/summer-job-spirituality  
 

‘Family’ is inclusive-it’s parents with children at home, those whose children have graduated and 
are in college or away, and also those who are grandparents!  All of us desire a deeper connection 
to God, yet summer time is often filled with trips away from church.  And while that is refreshing 
and fun, you CAN stay connected through Prayer on the Go:  http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/

item/prayer-on-the-go  

And, as you visit other places, send some pictures of where you are and where you see God in that 

place. We will create a fun display of people and places.  Go with God, but send some pictures to 

Leslee Kirkconnell!   

http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/when-kids-lie
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/summer-job-spirituality
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/prayer-on-the-go
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/prayer-on-the-go
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Vacation Bible School was a wonderful success!  Christ  

Episcopal Church was a wonderful host for our week.  Each day we gathered  
at 5:15 for dinner, followed by our opening celebration.  Then our groups went 
to crafts, recreation, Bible story and mission, in a rotation.  We ended with  
more singing and celebration.  Our focus was Water All Around the World,  
the new curriculum from Living Waters for the World.  Each day we ‘visited’ a 
different country, learning about a child who lives there and has clean water 
now because of the LWW partnership.  Honduras, Cuba, Haiti and Ghana 
were on our itinerary.  A special feature was the construction of an actual water system in the  
Fellowship Hall during the week.  Kelly Goad led this and helped answer the children’s questions 
about how the system works and more.  This particular system will go with a team trip next winter  
to Peru, to be led by Laura Goodwin.   
 

Our children were divided into groups named for oceans of the world.  Each group was challenged  
to fill up a water bottle (3L size) with change that will go to support Living Waters for the World.   
The group with the most money enjoyed the treat of being able to lead the closing celebration with  
the band. Our total raised was $380.96. 
 

  Vacation Bible School doesn’t just happen because a date is set and  
  materials chosen.  It happens because of YOU, the members of the  
  church who help us through your prayers, your donations of items for 
  crafts, and your gift of time and love leading, teaching and nurturing the  
  children who come. It happens because you register your children and  
  grandchildren, and invite your neighbors to join us.  So THANK YOU to  
  all who have helped us have a successful week.  And note it now:   
  VBS will be June 11-14, 2017, at Christ Episcopal Church.   

Church and Community 

THE TUESDAY NIGHT CIRCLE continues to meet during the summer months.  Our next 
scheduled gathering is Tuesday, July 12.  We gather in the Youth Room at 7 pm for brief        
lesson and conversation.  Love, love, love for you to  join the fun! Questions?  Prayer                 
requests?  Need a babysitter?  Email Ann Covington at macovington80@gmail.com . 

ART EXHIBIT Currently on display in our Fellowship Hall:  works by several artists from 
the Ellis Walker Gallery. This exhibit will run through August 4

th
.  

 

 

 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

Alicia Carmichael in the recent death of her grandmother Beatrice 
 

mailto:macovington80@gmail.com
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PICS FROM VBS 
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Financial Report 
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...Pastor’s Column continued 
 
 This is not a dark day for our church. The prospect of “pulling together” to address this substantial need 
is a good thing. The chance to modernize our heating and air conditioning is long overdue, and will result 
in savings going forward. Improvements today suggest hope for the future. 
 

What Does the Bible Tell Us? 
 When the biblical prophet Isaiah was dreaming of a new day for God’s people, he wrote: “On that day 
the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious… The Lord will create over the whole site… a cano-
py. It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day from the heat, and a refuge and shelter from the storm and 
rain.” (Isaiah 4:2, 5-6) 
 Together, with God’s help, we will do the same. 
  

 Know that you are loved, 
             Matthew 
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    The Session met for its regular meeting on June 21, 2016 in the Church  
conference room. 
 

    These items highlighted the meeting. 
    After Matthew Covington opened the meeting with prayer and Leslie Kirkcon-
nell gave the devotion the minutes of the last regular meeting were approved 
and the business agenda was taken up. 
Leslie Kirkconnell, Director of Christian Education, and Diane Simmons, Chair  
of the Christian Education Ministry recommended that all ministries and commit-
tees adopt the framework and process for brainstorming and visioning approved 
by and presented by the CE Committee and the Session approved it for consid-
eration.   
 

    The Session was advised that renovation of the main parlor was underway; 
the upgrade of the security system now completed.  On a more somber note 
was the report that the main heat & air system has completely broken down and 
must be replaced with the exception that we do still have heat & air in the sanc-
tuary and two rooms upstairs.  Bids for a replacement have been requested from 
several firms and the cost may run as high as Three Hundred and Fifty Thou-
sand Dollars.  In the meantime, a portable cooling system is being installed and 
will serve until replacement is accomplished. 
 

    The Finance Ministry reported its recommendation that the Trustees of the 
Church be allowed to invest as much as $350,000.00 from the Endowment Fund 
in a promissory note by and on behalf of the Church to be amortized over 12 
years at 4% interest.  The Session unanimously approved the motion.  This will 
finance the new heating & air system.  Final decision on the type of new system 
and cost will be made when all bids are received.  Basically, the savings on utili-
ties, repairs and preventive maintenance and the 4% interest on the promissory 
note will pay for the expenditure, almost in the entirety.  
 

    Business having been completed, the Session was adjourned with prayer. 
 

                    James D. Harris, Jr. 
                    Clerk of Session 

Session Report 

 
 

 
Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred 
Higgins, Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden, 
Denny Wedge.  Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim           
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan,       
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph, Janet 
Schwarzkopf,  Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson. 
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Youth Ministry 

                              YOUTH NEWS  
 

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will not meet during the summer.  
                     We’ll begin again after the Pig Pickin’ in August.  
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets every 
Wednesday at Spencer’s Coffeehouse (5-6:30pm). This is a  
casual discussion group.  We will continue to meet during the 
summer months.  
 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL will not meet during the summer months.  
 
CITY SIGHTS/CITY LIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION EXPERIENCE This mission experience 
sponsored by the Presbytery of Western Kentucky will not occur this summer due to availability of a 
host site. It will resume next Summer hosted by First Presbyterian Church of Russellville. The date is 
to be determined later.  
 
 
MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE 2016 - JULY 16-23:  “ A World of  
Difference” is the theme. The trip is now full. Our group will leave from  
the church at 10:00am on Saturday, July 16. Please arrive at 9:30am to  
load gear.  
 
PIG PICKIN’/MONTREAT SUNDAY AUGUST 14: We’ll celebrate our annual Pig Pickin’ at the 
Beard Pavilion (1061 Garvin Lane) at 10am. Our youth will lead the worship service themed from this 
year’s Montreat Youth Conference.   
 
YOUTH COUNCIL OVERNIGHT in Madisonville July 29-30 We'll leave from the church at 
2:30pm on Friday, July 29, spend the night, and then leave after lunch on Saturday. The students 
will be choosing the site for the 2017 high school mission trip and the theme for the fall retreat at 
Camp Loucon. This is a great opportunity for our youth to get together and be involved in the deci-
sion-making process!  Any student in grades 6-12 is eligible and there's a $5 fee per student. Pack-
ing note: Madisonville has mattresses for everyone! 
 
 

College Ministry 
   

  UKirk Worship and Theology Pub will take a break during the  
  summer. We’ll resume at the beginning of WKU’s fall semester 

  
                          For more information on our youth and college ministries,  

                          contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org . 
 

mailto:david.muffett@bgpres.org
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REFLECTIONS FROM OUR HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP TO SOUTH DAKOTA   

 

—36 of us (29 youth and 7 adults from 5 chuches) from the Western           
Kentucky Presbytery had a challenging but amazing trip to Pine Ridge  
Reservation in the town of Wanblee, South Dakota. We drove over 2,500 
miles. We painted houses, mowed lawns, and helped with summer school 
at Crazy Horse School. In the afternoons we helped with Kid’s Club       
sponsored by our hosts, Youthworks. Grace Alexieff, Stephen Alexieff,         
Michael Spencer, and I were the participants from our church. This area         
is one of the poorest in America. Alcoholism, drug addiction, and suicide 
rates are among the highest in the country too. The children we served 
were beautiful soles and are so hungry for positive role models.  Our youth  
did a fantastic job serving in these roles. I am very proud of them!  - David Muffett 
 

—Our trip to South Dakota was an eye opening experience. First, we were in a 
bus full of strangers for 2 days, then we were in a building with no AC and ice 
cold showers. But we didn't let that get out spirits down. My job (along with the 
rest of the people in my group) was to hang out with the kids all day. Teaching 
the P.E. classes, recess, and tutoring. Also sometimes working in the kitchen. 
Through that I was able to build some great relationships with some little girls. 
You would never guess by looking and playing with these girls that they live in 
the poorest county on America, or that their parents killed themselves, or that 

the adults that should be taking care of them are lost in alcohol. They laughed and smiled and played 
like they were the happiest kids alive. And that brings me hope for their future and their lives. I pray that 
they always smile and laugh and play with such happiness. – Grace Alexieff 
 
—My time at the Pine Ridge Reservation was unbelievable. I met so many 
amazing people while working as a PE teacher there. It was insane what 
these kids were living on all the while they were more active than any child of 
the same age I've ever met. So many of them are living in terrible conditions 
and still manage to have so much spirit and laughter. It's simply an inspiration 
to me, and I will undoubtedly be returning in the future. – Stephen Alexieff 

 
—Before you go on these trips you always hear the statistics about the area 
for instance that the unemployment fluctuates between 80 to 90 percent or 
that the reservation is the third poorest county in the USA.  Or that 1 in 4          
children are born with fetal alcohol syndrome, you are just shocked when I 
first get there it really sank in that every single one was true we were working 
with the children all week and you could hardly tell that they lived in that          
environment everyday they came in with a smile on their face and we're 
ready to play. I felt like I grew a lot spiritually on this trip and would definitely 
go back and do it again.  – Michael Spencer 
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July Birthdays 

July 1 

 David Wilkinson 

July 3 

 Larry Warden 

July 4 

 Joel Brown 

 Tom Maurer 

July 5 

 Rob McAllister 

July 7 

 Erika Solberg 

July 8 

 Nancy Keyser 

 Donna Wolbe 

July 10 

 Dot Koven 

July 12 

 Jack Glasser 

July 14 

 Marilyn Mattingly 

July 16 

 Alan Reeves 

July 17 

 Matthew Covington 

 Chloe Johnson 

 Zoe Lebedinsky 

 Peyton Phillips 

 Bobbie Strickler 

July 18 

 Fran Bowen 

 Mary Evans 

 Jack Grise 

 Samuel Grise 

 Allison Webb 

 Sarah Webb 

July 19 

 Nathan  B. Algie 

 Nathan C. Algie 

 Kyle Barrick 

 Pam Bratcher 

 Nancy English 

 Cookie Johnson 

 Donald Nuerge 

July 20 

 Grace Alexieff 

 Rob Byrd 

 Sheryl Goad 

 Bette Jo Miller 

July 21 

 Gary Ahrendt 

 Jack Atkerson 

 Susan Howard 

 Trey Just 

July 23 

 Leslee Kirkconnell 

July 24 

 Gretchen Bettersworth 

 David Thomison 

July 25 

 Ann Dickey 

 Helen Hatchett 

 Shirley Karrick 

 

 

July 26 

 Judith Rabold 

July 27 

 Charles Runner 

 Austen Seidler 

 Owen Seidler 

July 28 

 Leslie Embry 

 Martha Schell 

July 29 

 Bill Beard 

 Myra Dwyer 

 Janice Glasser 

 Tom MacMillin 

July 30 

 Patrick Bryant 

 Katie Maurer 

 Bruce White 

July 31 

 Sandy Brown 

 Herb Simmons 
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July Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 

10:30am  

Morning Prayers 

2 
  

3 

9:30am Enhanced 

Fellowship 
10:30am Worship 
 

 

4 

Office Closed 

5 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

6 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
  
 

7 
  

8 

10:30am  

Morning Prayers 

9 

Habitat Build 

 
5:00pm 

Ice Cream  

Social and 

Game Night 

10 

9:30am Enhanced 

Fellowship 
10:30am Worship 

11 
  

12 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Eve. Circle 
7:00pm Camera 

Club 
  

13 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
  

14 
  

15 

10:30am  

Morning Prayers 

16 

Youth depart 

for Montreat   

17 

9:30am Enhanced 

Fellowship 
10:30am Worship 
 

18 
  

19 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

20 
  

21 

 

22 

10:30am  

Morning Prayers 

23 
  

24 

9:30am Enhanced 

Fellowship 
10:30am Worship 
  
  

25 
  

26 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

27 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
  

28 
  

29  

10:30am  

Morning Prayers 
  

30 
  

31 

9:30am Enhanced 

Fellowship 
10:30am Worship 
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The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                     Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                               Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                         Director of Christian Education 

Wayne Pope                                                       Choir Director 

David Muffett                                 Director of Youth Ministries 

                                                                    Property Administration 

Richard Barefoot                      Financial Administrator 

Steve Moore                                            Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                Secretary 

Jim Harris                                                                Clerk of Session 

Dana Patterson                  Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                                  Custodian 

Stuart Kernohan                                          S unday Sexton 

Ellie Osborne                                                          Children’s Music 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org. 

July 15 is the deadline for the August 2016 newsletter. 

Please send your information to the church office at 

info@bgpres.org 

2016 


